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was impossible to believe that M. Milioukofi's eloquence
had converted him to the radical views of the Cadet
Party. It was equally inadmissible that he had been
influenced by the threats of that party. His bravery
was above suspicion; in the most critical days of the
revolutionary troubles of 1905 he had displayed a re-
markable sang-froid, and his order of the day, issued
to the troops about to attack the rioters: " Don't
spare your cartridges," had become famous. How
then could one admit that this soldier, courageous
to excess and devoted to the extent of fanaticism to the
cause of absolute monarchy, would be capable of
entering into a compact with a party whose declared
purpose was to reduce the Emperor to the role of a
constitutional monarch ?
It did not require much time nor any great effort to
find the answer to this enigma. Driven to the wall by
M. Stolypine, General Tr6poff could do no other than
reveal a part of his plan at least, and the remaiEder
was easily guessed.
This, then, was the truth of the matter. General
Trepoff, unswerving in his fidelity to the principle of
absolute monarchy, feared only one thing in reality,
and that was the success of any effort to bring the
Emperor under the influence of the Moderate Liberal
parties and so consolidate the order of things established
by the charter of 1905. He saw the Emperor yielding
little by little to the counsels of M. Stolypine and to
mine, and he considered it an imperative duty to prevent
at any price the formation of the coalition Cabinet which
we were advocating. It was than that the idea occurred
to him that the surest means of thwarting our plan
was to set up,a ministry composed purely of Cadets.
He calculated with good reason that such a Cabinet,